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ABSTRACT 
 

The presentation is focused on an interdisciplinary research project initiated three years ago (2011) in 
the framework of the labex HASTEC, an "excellence cluster" of various research laboratories dealing 
with history and anthropology of religion, science, philosophy and technologies. The project in question 
is focused on a generic form of historical source that we have called series of problems, namely any text 
or document constituted by chains of questions, problems or enigmas, followed by some form of 
answers (extended presentation, in French, here: http://problemata.hypotheses.org/28). Among these 
series of problems are series of mathematical problems, but one of the interest of the project is that the 
latter are only part of the genre of series of problems as a whole. The purpose of the project is to pursue, 
on a comparative basis, the study of such series of problems by making the fundamental hypothesis that 
they stand at the crossroad of various "cultures", the term referring not only to 'anthropological' cultures 
(the most usual sense of the word) but also to professional cultures (trading, teaching, law-making, etc.) 
or intellectual cultures (commentary, contests, encyclopedic projects..). 
In 2012 and 2013 the project has been associated to a three-days training session directed toward a 
mixed audience of in service teachers of mathematics, history and literature, and students engaged in a 
master or doctorate degree in history or anthropology (presentation in French here: 
http://problemata.hypotheses.org/172). Our current project for 2014-15 is to "extend" this training 
session with a group of reflection associating researchers involved in the project and teachers or 
students interested in deepening the issues raised within our workshops, including the training sessions. 
The basic purpose of this prospective communication is (a) to explore schematically the possible aims 
and modalities of such a working group and (b) to check what international collaborations could made 
possible by it. The basic -and by no way trivial- question on which this collective endeavour should be 
focused is whether the study of series of problems has an interest for improving teaching in various 
disciplines and which one exactly. We shall explore the several ways in which this basic purpose might 
be understood. 

 


